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HST WILL HOST ANNUAL

Fall Dinner Nov. 16

By Greg Muse,
HST Advancement Director

Harding School of Theology hosts a dinner each fall for 200 of its closest friends. The only price of admission is your time.
Do you ever wonder why we continue this tradition? Yes, everyone likes a free meal and good company. Of course, we
love it when you bring your checkbook or credit card to the dinner. We have, in the library archives, dinner programs
dating back from previous years. The venues change, as well as the menus. The featured speakers change, as well as the
faculty and staff who speak. The audio-visuals change for the better. However, the reason for this dinner goes much
deeper. What is consistent with each fall dinner is the deeply held conviction that the school’s mission is vital.

Greg Muse

Every dinner theme and featured speaker communicate to guests that Harding School of Theology believes in the
Gospel mission. HST students diligently study subjects such as Greek, Hebrew, church history, and Revelation for a
greater purpose than to simply get a good grade. They seek a better understanding of God’s will for His people. We
believe those who attend this fall dinner share this same conviction.

Can we put you on the guest list for the 2019 fall dinner on Nov. 16? We will meet in the dining hall at Memphis University School, 1350 Ridgeway Road,
Memphis, Tennessee. A reception with light hors d’oeuvres begins at 5:30 p.m. Dinner is at 6 p.m.
Our featured speaker is HST alumnus Bob Palmer (’18). Bob ministers at the Sulphur Well Church of Christ in Springville, Tennessee. We will also honor Harold
and Sally Shank for their kingdom service for many years. Harold is a preacher, author, and educator. He is an HST alumnus (’77). Sally Shank is a teacher and
encourager who has made a significant difference wherever they have lived.
If you have not received our written invitation, please call us at 901-432-7723 so that we can reserve your seat. Why not join friends and HST students that evening
who are building their lives around service in God’s kingdom? We hope the evening will strengthen your faith and encourage you as we invest in the future of the
church by preparing a new generation of Christian servants.

hst.edu
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Let Us Encourage the Church
By Dr. Jim Martin, HST Vice President

Dr. Jim Martin

I walked into the Chinese restaurant with a Harding School of
Theology student who was about to graduate in the next few days. I
knew exactly what I wanted to order — sesame chicken. The waiter
came to our table. He turned to me to take my order, and I told
him I wanted almond chicken. Minutes later, the waiter returned
to our table with two plates of hot food. I looked at the plate, shook
my head slightly, and said, “No, what I meant to order was cashew
chicken.” As soon as I heard the words come out of my mouth, I said,
“Uh — I’m sorry again, I meant sesame chicken.” The waiter was
very gracious and said he would be happy to bring sesame chicken.
By now, I was a bit embarrassed. I had first said almond chicken and
then, trying to correct this, said cashew chicken, but what I meant
to say all along was sesame chicken. In my mind, I had never changed
my order. However, with my words, I had mistakenly ordered the
wrong entrée — twice!

Ministers can preach powerful messages calling for the church to
be a faithful witness in the community and city where they live. Of
course, ministers are called to speak the message of Scripture, which
may at times be a call to repentance.

This is life. This is the church on Sunday
morning. Many have spent the week making
mistakes and blunders. For others, the offenses
may be sinful, reflecting an ongoing struggle
with sin. Quite often, when the church comes
together on a Sunday, it has been a difficult
week. Many are bone-tired and weary. Financial
stress. Family issues. Faith challenges. Conflict
at work. My friend Dusty recently reminded
me that the church needs encouragement
from its ministers. The church, young and old, really does need
encouragement.

For years, my wife was an elementary school
teacher. One year, she had a child in her firstgrade class who wore the same tattered dress to
school every day. It was held together by a diaper
pin. She wore flip-flops to school regardless of the
weather. Finally, some people in our congregation
saw to it that she had clothes and shoes. She asked
Charlotte why some people at a church would
want to give her clothes. Charlotte’s reply was
that these people love God and so they want to do
good. Later in the semester, near Christmas, the kids began talking
about what they wanted for Christmas. This same little girl said, “I
would like to have a doll. I’ve never had a doll before.” Just before the
Christmas break, a few people at the same church discreetly saw to
it that this little girl received a doll. Again, the girl asked why these
people would give her a doll. Again, Charlotte replied by explaining
that these people love God and want to do good. The girl said, “I
think I like God.”

“

Yet, what happens when the church concludes that they will
never measure up to what the minister wants them to be? Do we
as ministers really want to communicate that we “get it” and the
church doesn’t? Does the church really begin to do better when we
as ministers communicate that we have no patience for the church’s
imperfections? Could it be that we attempt to communicate the grace
of God for individual sins, but when the congregation falls short of
the ministers’ expectations, we are harsh and dismissive? So, what
kind of church leader will you be? Will you dare encourage? Will you
dare bless? Will you dare point out what is good in these people?

So, what
kind of church
leader will
you be?

Yet, men and women throughout the congregation need this
encouragement as well. They need to hear that God continues to
love them even when they make mistakes. They need to see that
the minister loves them even when they do not become the kind of
church the minister might envision. The congregation needs for its
ministers to keep learning, to be faithful, and to be fully present with
them. The congregation needs encouragement from its ministers.

“

Those of us who serve in the church in various ministry roles may
really wish the church would encourage us more. Most ministers
I know need the regular encouragement of the church. If you are
a church leader and an HST graduate, I hope the church you serve
encourages you.

We as church leaders have an opportunity to communicate something
very powerful to the congregation. Because of who God is, we
encourage the church. As my friend Dusty said, “Lately I have
become convinced that the most effective words I can offer to my
church are, “I believe in you.” For those of us who are a work in
progress, these words may just be life giving.

hst.edu
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HST Advancement Launches
20 FOR 20 CAMPAIGN

By Greg Muse,
HST Advancement Director

The conversation I know by heart is the one that begins, “Any gift
I make to Harding School of Theology will be too small to make a
difference.” The speaker may be a student, an alumnus, a seasoned
minister, or a retired widow, who never makes a gift to our school.
My reply is always the same: “But it does.”
The school receives significant gifts on a regular basis from
hundreds of loyal friends. We are grateful for each one. We are
just as grateful for a small gift from a first-time donor. Large and
small gifts come from the same place of love for and faith in the
students of HST. Large and small gifts make it possible to continue
the mission of theological education.
Could you invest $20 next month for this worthy purpose? Could
you invest $20 for the next 20 months? HST Advancement is asking
students, graduates, and friends of the school these questions
through the 20 for 20 campaign. The new online giving program
launched at the beginning of this academic year emphasizes the
value of first-time, systematic gifts.
Since 1958, the goal at Harding School of Theology is quality
graduate biblical education for the most students at the least cost.
Just as at home, monthly expenses of operating and maintaining
a school are constant. Monthly giving is important to sustaining

HST’s daily work. We are asking new donors, graduates, and
students who believe in our mission to join our donor base by
giving $20 for 20 months.
The number 20 is not random. $20 lets students, graduates, and
friends of modest means give to HST relatively pain free. Twenty
months allows new givers time to develop a habit of generosity.
Launching the campaign during the 2020 academic year … is mere
coincidence.
It is easy to participate in the 20 for 20 campaign! Here’s how:
Go to hst.edu/giving and complete an online pledge card. Donors
who wish to give by credit or debit card should follow online
instructions. Donors who wish to give by mail will receive 20
stamped return envelopes. Bank drafts are available by contacting
HST at 901-432-7723. Use your smart phone to set a monthly
reminder of your pledge.
Why not add your name to the list of regular sustaining supporters
through the 20 for 20 campaign? HST students will love you for
it, and you will experience the joy of giving for a purpose that
students are building their lives around.

“

Giving to HST is a pleasure. My donations are tiny
mustard seeds that will grow into value for future
generations. The insights and tools I gained at HST
better equipped me to survive and thrive in ministry.
Giving monthly allows me to assist those who will do
big things in the next generation.
– Keith Wishum,
HST MTh ‘84
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Annual Campus Ministry
Conference Sees Success
Photo Credit: Chris Buxton

Harding School of Theology hosted approximately 150 attendees for the
Campus for Christ Conference July 25-28. This is an annual gathering
of campus ministers, student leaders, and other supporters of campus
ministry associated with Churches of Christ. Participants came from
schools across the nation, from the state of Washington to Delaware
and many states in between. The conference is always a special time of
networking, prayer, renewal, learning, and motivation as these ministers
prepare to begin a new year of ministry to college students.
The theme for the conference this year was “A Closer Look at Campus
Ministry” and the keynotes and classes focused on practical ways to be
more effective in campus ministry. HST’s Dr. Jim Martin and Dr. Matt
Carter presented keynote talks, and Dr. Carlus Gupton and Bob Turner
taught classes.
There were also a few special events taking advantage of our Memphis
location (besides barbecue!). The HST library hosted a reception and
displayed campus ministry artifacts and information from the archives.
Jimmy L. Stokes II from the Northeast Side Church of Christ (Bartlett,
Tennessee) presented a lesson on race and poverty. B. Chris Simpson
(MACM ’19) from the Holmes Road Church of Christ shared about
college students changing the world. The group also visited the National
Civil Rights Museum and enjoyed dinner in the downtown area.
The conference board honored Micah Cobb, campus minister at Auburn
University (Auburn Christian Student Center), with the Jim Brinkerhoff
Award, given each year to a person who has done particularly
outstanding work during the past school year. This award was especially

Matt Carter is presented with the Stephen Eckstein Award

meaningful for Micah, since Jim Brinkerhoff was Micah’s campus
minister, and Micah now serves in the position Jim once held at Auburn.

Photo Credit: Chris Buxton

The Stephen Eckstein award is the Campus for Christ Conference’s
highest honor, given as a lifetime achievement award in campus ministry.
HST’s own Matt Carter (M.Div. ’98, D.Min. ’18), who served in campus
ministry in Tennessee, Kansas, and North Carolina before returning to
work at the school, received the Eckstein award not only for his work in
campus ministry but also for his continued encouragement and support of
campus ministers.

Bob Turner presents a lesson during the Campus for Christ Conference

HST was proud to work with the conference board in hosting this event.
The school has long partnered with campus ministries in training campus
ministers through an apprenticeship program (apprentices work part time
in the ministry and study part time at HST) and counts many campus
ministers as alumni and students. More than 25 conference participants
were HST alumni or current students.

“While the conference content was excellent, it’s also so encouraging just to be with other people who do
what we do, who understand the campus ministry life, who can affirm and encourage one another as we
prepare to enter a new school year … I believe all campus ministers, working as we do in higher education
environments, should seek graduate theological education. I have found mine to be truly invaluable.”
– Chris Buxton (M.Div ’10), Arkansas State University campus minister.
hst.edu
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Missions Sabbaticals in
FALL 2019

The Hogan-Cate Asian Missions Sabbatical Grant is named in honor
of longtime missionaries to Asia, Gordon and Jane Hogan and Steve
and Jean Cate. This year’s recipient is Eddie Lee. Eddie ministers in
Busan, the second largest city in South Korea, with more than 3.5
million inhabitants. For about 25 years, Eddie has preached for the
Seo Myeon Church of Christ. Eddie enriches our campus with his
years of experience and knowledge of the culture and Churches of
Christ in Korea. He always has a bright smile on his face and is ready
to offer a meal of rice and kimchee in his on-campus apartment.
This year’s recipient of the Latin American Missions Sabbatical Grant
is David Sosa. He is accompanied by his wife Zyania. Like last year’s
LAMS recipient, Beto Hernández, David is from Venezuela. In fact,
Beto has been a sort of mentor to David. The Sosas work with one of
the largest Latin American churches, the Iglesia de Cristo at Barinas.

David met Zyania there and has preached there for more than 12
years. Before Venezuela’s current crisis, the church had about 600 in
attendance. Around 350 left the country. It now has about 450. Every
week more members leave for other nations. On the positive side the
turmoil in Venezuela has enhanced many Venezuelans’ felt need for
God. Many people are converted weekly.
The two fall semester missions sabbaticals allow these servants of
God to rest and refuel. They live on campus, participate in HST life,
and audit three courses each. They tell the stories of what God is
doing in Asia and Latin America, both in Memphis and in other parts
of the U.S. that they visit. They enrich our students, faculty, and staff
by their presence and the opportunity to learn from them about their
cultures and churches.

Photo Credit: Ray Harris
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Eddie Lee, recipient of the 2019 Hogan-Cate Asian Missions Sabbatical Grant
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Zyania and David Sosa, recipient of the 2019 Latin American Missions Sabbatical Grant

Theme
OF THE
Year
2019-2020
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Dr. Lance Hawley
A Peaceable Kingdom
By Lance Hawley
This year at HST we are taking up the theme of “A Peaceable Kingdom.”
Scattered throughout the Bible, there are visions of a future of peace. We are
focusing particularly on Isaiah 11:1-9, in which the prophet casts a wondrous
vision of a kingdom of peace. The imagined peace has its origins in the Spirit
of the Lord resting on an ideal king. This passage begins by portraying God’s
Spirit empowering the future leader with knowledge and wisdom (11:1). It
ends with that same knowledge of the Lord filling the whole earth, as God’s
reign radiates out from the holy mountain (11:9). In between these verses,
the prophet explains the power of knowing God and the work of the Spirit.
By the power of the Spirit, there is fair judgment (v. 3), care for the poor
(v. 4), and punishment for the wicked (v. 4). Righteousness and faithfulness
characterize the king’s rule (v. 5). Moreover, this all leads to an almost
unimaginable peace in which predator and prey live together in harmony:
wolf and lamb, leopard and young goat, calf and lion (v. 6-8). The passage
concludes:
They will not hurt or destroy
On my holy mountain;
For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
As the waters cover the sea.
Here and elsewhere in Scripture, the secret to peace is knowing the Lord.
It is hard to grasp what peace actually looks like in our global context. It is
even more difficult to find solutions toward peace among combatant peoples.
Isaiah 11 does not provide any explicit instruction for military affairs, dealing
with particular household quarrels, or any other kind of human discord.
However, it casts a vision and a means by which we might live peaceably.
The prophet points us to knowing God as the key to discernment. It is by
the power of the Spirit that we learn to be peaceable. And it is under the
rule of the King that we live it out. This year as we meditate upon what it
means to be peaceable in a world that loves strife, may the Spirit clothe us
with righteousness and faithfulness. May we come to fuller knowledge of and
communion with the Lord. And may our desire grow and prayer increase for
the kingdom of peace to come on earth as it is in heaven.

FACULTY & STAFF NEWS
HIGHLIGHTS
Dr. Carlus Gupton conducted
strategic church consultations
at four congregations, including
Central Church of Christ in
Dalton, Georgia, and delivered
several sermons and Bible
classes, including his home
congregation, Northside Church
of Christ in Mayfield, Kentucky.
He completed certification as
an accredited practitioner with
Integrative Enneagram 9 (IEQ9),
and presented IEQ9 at Harding
University, Lipscomb University
Summer Celebration, and the HST
Faculty Retreat. Gupton conducted
two DISC consultations with the
Worship Leader Institute and The
Coker Group, presented at the
Campus for Christ Conference,
and served on the SOMA Campus
Ministry search committee at the
University of Memphis.
Dr. Steve McLeod was recently
interviewed for an article in The
Successful Registrar, a national
trade publication.
Dr. Mark Powell reviewed
The Trinity: The Central Mystery of
Christianity, by Hans Schwarz for
Theology Today 76, No. 2 (July

2019): 176-77. Powell also spoke
on “The Gospel and Art” at the
Senatobia Church of Christ in
Mississippi in July 2019.
In the past four months, Dr. Evertt
W. Huffard consulted with
churches in Tyler, Texas; Nashville,
Tennessee; and Bern, Switzerland.
He also taught at Yellowstone Bible
Camp in Montana and Baltic Family
Camp (Lithuania), and hosted two
Bible land tours, one to Israel and
another to Greece.
HST hosted the Campus for Christ
Conference July 25-28, during
which Matt Carter was awarded
the Stephen Eckstein Lifetime
Campus Ministry Award.
Four members of the faculty/
staff made presentations during
the conference: Matt Carter (“A
Closer Look at Vision Casting”),
Jim Martin (“A Closer Look at
Mentoring”), Carlus Gupton and
Bob Turner (“The Coddling of
the American Mind”), and Carlus
Gupton (“Managing Conflict
Between Campus Ministers and
Elders”). Audio is available at http://
bit.ly/CFC2019Audio.

DEGREE PROGRAMS
M.A.
M.A.C.M.
M.Div.
D.Min.
C.S.L.

Master of Arts
Master of Arts in Christian Ministry
Master of Divinity
Doctor of Ministry
Certificate in Spiritual Leadership
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News & Events

Thanksgiving (Offices Closed)
November 27-29
Annual Fall Dinner
November 16

Christmas Break (Offices Closed)
December 23 - January 1

Final Exams
December 2-6

Regular Spring Semester Begins
January 21

D.Min. Seminar & Intensive Course week
January 13-18

Run for the Son 5K
March 28

Pie Auction
January 25

